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Dear Friends, 

I am glad to be able to write to you again with some news from the Curate’s Corner.  

First and most importantly, I am delighted to say that Alison is well on the mend, taking things easy and only 
working for a short time each day and hopes to be with us on Sunday. We give thanks to God for her recovery. 

This week once again we have been blessed by some glorious weather. In talking to many of you as I phone 
around, there is much joy and appreciation for God’s blessings in this respect and not surprisingly many of you 
have been out in your gardens so I’ve picked up a number of tips for which I am very grateful, (next sowing of 
carrots will be straight into the veg patch and not seed trays). I am hoping to catch up on the Chelsea flower 
show via the T.V as I’ve never been able to attend because I’ve always been at work - taking a class of children 
for an outing might not have gone down very well with all other visitors, Ofsted or the plants, as no doubt some 
of the flowers would have ‘accidentally’ ended up in the hands of children for mummy or nanny - the mind 
boggles!!! 

My exercising continues and has been far less hazardous this week, so nothing to report in this respect. 

One change has been the number of messages and calls I have had from teacher friends somewhat terrified 
about the imminent influx of young children who don’t even know what a metre is or looks like, let alone how 
to distance by two of them. In the same way that carers, health workers and clergy are in a vocational role which 
involves caring for fellow human beings, so is teaching, yet teaching staff are being asked to be remote towards 
little humans who won’t understand why Mrs X can’t hold their hands on the playground when they are sad or 
have hurt themselves. As I sat and listened to my friends I was taken back to an assembly I took at Jolesfield 
School not that long ago.  

Each half term Jolesfield School takes a theme for the assemblies which ties in with other aspects of school life 
too. On 12th March, the theme was ‘Hope’ and I delivered my assembly accordingly. One element included a 
verse from scripture Philippians 4:6-7 set to jazzy music with animation. Now I’m not expecting you to all rush 
to your computers to look for it so here it is free of jazzy music and animation:  

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.   

How amazingly apt these verses are for our current times especially as there are mixed feelings and a little 
confusion about the ‘new’ rules. It is easy to say ‘do not be anxious’ and such a phrase should not be used 
without caution. But as Christians, we do have the support of a loving God who knows our thoughts, needs and 
concerns. He will wipe away our tears, give us strength as we struggle, and loves to share in our joys; but we 
must hand them to him first. 

I imagine (I don’t know), that when we reassemble for church, in the beginning things will look different. As and 
when this happens, we must not be anxious, but be thankful to God that we can come and meet for prayer, 
praise and possibly some form of Holy Communion.                                                                                                     

Change within the Church of England has always been a lengthy process for a variety of reasons, but our current 
situation means that everyone is having to change at speed, and this has been very uncomfortable for some. It 
has been less traumatic for others including me as I come from a profession where at a whim the entire way we 
had to teach changed as often as the direction of the wind, so I have been less hit by our current situation and 
having to adapt, even though it has been a steep learning curve. But whoever we are and wherever we live, 
when the time comes that we can gather in church, we must be thankful for what we are given rather than 
focussing on what we have not got back. We must rest in the peace of God, which transcends all understanding 



– we have faith and nothing can take that away from us, no virus, government, our fears for today nor our 
worries about tomorrow - nothing can separate us from the love of God as revealed in Christ Jesus.   

Have a good week to come. God bless, Sally. 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  All who are ill, especially Frank Green. All who have died, especially Rosina 
Mayne. All who mourn, especially Suzanne and David Hurst. All those whose vocation is to work with others, 
that they might be able to care as effectively as possible especially hospital chaplains and funeral directors. All 
who are vulnerable as a result of lockdown including those who live in dangerous domestic settings, those who 
live alone and those self-isolating for specific medical reasons. Pray for the Archbishops and bishops as they 
discern how church might look as we return and for the governments of the world as they continue to respond 
to the virus and its effects. Finally, for the country as people try to return to work to start the economy again – 
that further job losses are limited and that the poorest and those on the margins of society are not pushed 
deeper into poverty. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 

From Ascension Day (yesterday) until Pentecost on 31st May, we have an opportunity to focus our prayers on 
reaching those who do not yet know Jesus. 

“Thy Kingdom Come” started in 2016 as an initiative from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church 
of England to pray towards Pentecost and towards renewal - and this initiative has sparked off a movement: an 
international and ecumenical call to prayer for the world. 

Through the centuries Christians have gathered at this time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’ brings this tradition into our own time and place.  

But let’s be a bit more specific and think of a way of making this prayer real and effective every day for 10 days.    
We can: 

• Deepen our own relationship with Jesus Christ (try walking with Jesus in a story from the Gospels.) 

• Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus. We can write their names as we pray. 

• Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness – say: “Come, Holy 
Spirit.” 

“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations and the 
transformation of communities." Archbishop Justin Welby. 

Looking forward to joining you on Sunday!                                                                                                                      

With every blessing, Alison 

How to locate:  Type into Google: https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/day-1  day 1 = 21/5/2020 change 
the day numeral according to the date from 21st May.  

Apps for mobile devices, see below, both free of charge.  

TKC Daily Prayer app looks like this: TKC app looks like this:  

 

And finally -  Don’t forget to keep the photos of your antics coming in please …! 

 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/day-1

