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Dear Friends, 

As I write Patrick is extracting the honey from the frames he brought back from the apiary at St. 
George’s yesterday. The bees do not like you taking their honey and although Patrick was extremely 
well protected somehow a bee found its way under all his protective clothing and stung him on the 
leg. I will include a picture of the honey spinner (not the leg) further down the page for those of you 
who have not seen one before. The honey is extracted using centrifugal force – I think. It’s very hot 
work at this time of year. But very well worth it, obviously. 

This week I have been reading a magazine published by USPG – the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. This society was founded in 1701 as an Anglican Mission agency and it 
publishes a magazine about four times a year which is called Koinonia (Greek for fellowship or 
communion).  I mention this because reading it really helped me to put our current concerns in the 
UK in perspective. Here are a few excerpts so you can see what I mean:  

“Whilst the people of the Philippines struggle to cope with the impacts of Covid-19, the government 
is using the pandemic as a cover to increase existing militarisation and human rights abuses………in 
Sri Lanka the lockdown has had a drastic effect on peoples’ livelihoods and the country’s economy, 
already under huge strain following the Easter Day terrorist bombings of 2019……..Brazil as a 
country is living a nightmare and experiencing a complete lack of empathy from government and 
most of the economic sector. The Church decided to organise a free online health service for anyone 
who needs counsel, information, and psychological support…….” 

And just when I’m thinking about the situation in the wider world, in comes an email from someone 
in the thick of it, in Uganda: 

Chris Gibbon, ex-teacher from Jolesfield Primary school, is attempting to raise money to transport 
a pallet of desperately needed books to Uganda and is asking for our help.  
  
The books which have been generously donated by a recently closed local school, (The Towers) 
will cost £700 to ship out to Uganda. They include much needed reading schemes, which will support 
the set-up of a new school for children with disabilities of which Chris Gibbon will be Headteacher.  
  
The school will be based in Fort Portal, in rural Uganda and is part of an established charity called 
Kyaninga Child Development Centre (www.kyaningacdc.org.) KCDC was established 6 years ago 
as a not-for-profit organization to provide much needed high quality, specialised and affordable 
assessment, treatment, education and support to children with disabilities, and their families and 
carers, to enable them to lead more independent lives. Since then it has supported over 3,000 
children. The establishment of a Primary school with an attached Special Support Centre (SSC) 
Unit, where children with disabilities can work alongside children without disabilities, is the next 
obvious step and KCDC are well on the way to making that vision a reality. Books are the 
cornerstone of learning and these books will provide an essential learning tool for the children. 
 
In a previous email Chris told me: “The various events we had planned for this summer have all 
been scuppered by the corona virus and as a result we have resorted to crowdfunding. I was 
wondering whether you would feel able to place a small piece in your parish newsletter or magazine. 
I will happily write something or provide any information which will help. We have a justgiving page 
set up: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bookstouganda?utm_term=Xz36RKeEy and the charity 
itself has a website should you be interested.” See above. 
 
Feels as though God is helping me to see a wider perspective. Although I never want to minimise 
the effect of the pandemic in our country – there has been a lot of suffering and the fallout in terms 
of people’s mental health and the recession is likely to be ongoing for years. But we do need to 

http://www.kyaningacdc.org/
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bookstouganda?utm_term=Xz36RKeEy


imagine what it feels like to walk in someone else’s shoes. Last Sunday we read that Jesus saw the 
crowds and had compassion on them.  
 
In case you haven’t been in church for a while, you might need to know about the changes to the 
buildings and the ways we participate in worship. From this Sunday, it will be mandatory to wear a 
face mask in church. But please remember, if you are unable to sit through a whole service wearing 
a face covering, no-one is going to challenge you about it. The Government directions accept that 
some people will be physically unable to wear a mask or will be distressed by wearing one and they 
assure us that no-one has to provide written evidence to defend their decision not to cover their 
face.  
 
With masks on, the social distancing measure can be modified – but please do keep a metre apart. 
I will wear a visor when administering Holy Communion – the Church of England allows clergy and 
those reading from the Bible or leading intercessions to take masks off. 
 
The collection – in order to minimise movement in church we are recommending that you leave your 
gift in the plate at the back or use the card machine – contactless. It is very exciting that we now 
have a machine up and running at St. George’s as well. 
 
Finally – although I am not a gardener I do love plants and Patrick and I have had a hibiscus shrub 
in a pot, or rather a succession of pots, since 1983, believe it or not. I really thought this winter had 
finished it off. Actually, some ants had nested in the pot. So, Patrick re-potted it and although it was 
touch and go for a while, I’m very happy to tell you that it pulled through! And here’s a picture to 
prove it. 
 
With many blessings, 
 
Alison 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


