
Parish Newsletter October 2020 

Dear friends in West Grinstead Parish, 

I’m enjoying gathering together news from September onwards for this monthly edition of the newsletter 
and am hoping that you will enjoy my efforts and continue sending in your pictures and any other relevant 
contributions. 

No-one has succeeded in naming last month’s mystery object – which was in fact an asperges ball sprinkler! 
To asperge the congregation every now and then is a good idea. To remind everyone of their baptismal 
promises. You fill your matching bucket (see picture below) with holy water, preferably after a baptism, 
submerge the instrument into the water so it fills up, and then, using the sprinkler you fling the water about 
on your congregation – at least that’s how it feels when I do it. It’s meant to be a sprinkle. I used to do this 
a lot in my last parish and everyone thought it was hilarious………  

This month’s mystery object is also at the end of the letter. 

This month’s services have been well attended by most of our regular congregation and we have been glad 
to welcome some visitors from Nuthurst, who have not, so far, been able to access their church building. 
The services from St. Michael’s are still being streamed for our Facebook page and are then uploaded onto 
the website. We are hoping to be able to record the ordination service at St. George’s as well this Sunday 
and may even be able to stream it - as you can now get a Wi-Fi signal there, thanks to our neighbours and 
Dave Tidey. 

We are looking forward very much to welcoming the Rt. Revd. Ruth Bushyager to St. George’s as she comes 
to West Grinstead to ordain Sally Mitchell, our curate, to the priesthood on Sunday 4th October in the 
afternoon. I wish we could all be there (a maximum of 30 are allowed to attend under the current 
restrictions) and have a party afterwards. Perhaps we can have a celebration on the first anniversary. But 
the important thing now is to pray for Sally and her family and to continue to support her as she begins a 
new phase in her ministry with us. Once ordained as a priest, Sally will be able to take the whole Holy 
Communion Service. And as she will have to be familiar with the two different churches and their different 
versions of the liturgy, this will be a challenge at first. I know you will all be very encouraging.  

In September we celebrated Education Sunday at the beginning of the month and Michaelmas at the end. 
In October the parish morning services will be as follows: 4th October – St. Francis’ Day. 11th October – 
Harvest Festival. 18th October – St. Luke’s Day. 25th October – Bible Sunday.  

We have begun to look further ahead and to plan services around the restrictions. There will not be Harvest 
Lunch, but we will continue to collect food for the Horsham Matters Foodbank, so any gifts of non-perishable 
items you bring to church on October 11th will be much appreciated and go to a good cause. We will also 
have a cash collection on the day for the Red Cross’ Global Coronavirus Appeal. 

We are hoping to hold Remembrance Sunday Services at both churches simultaneously. This will enable 
everyone to participate and maintain social distancing. And Christmas – probably teams of carol singers in 
Partridge Green and some sung services online, as well as said services in both churches for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day – more details nearer the time. It will be a challenge but if we pray and work together 
the message of God’s love for all people will be celebrated and heard not just in this parish but also now  
received by a much wider audience – so there’s a lot to thank God for. 

This week I returned to Jolesfield School for the Thursday morning clergy assembly slot and I was able, not 
only to talk to one “bubble” in person in the hall, but also I was broadcast, simultaneously, to all the other 
classrooms via Google Meet. (Other platforms are available.) It was amazing – so lovely to see everyone in 
person and on screen – everyone was able to participate and they all waved to me at the end.  



 Also this week I was invited to present an assembly in Ashurst School where the whole school was a 
“bubble”. That was also a great experience and I look forward to working there on a regular basis, getting to 
know more families and making new friends.  

St. George’s congregation was saddened to hear of the death of Pauline Archibald, a resident of West 
Chiltington but a member of St. George’s for many years. I’m hoping to include more about Pauline, from 
her daughter’s eulogy, in the next newsletter. Pauline’s funeral is on the 8th October at St. George’s but sadly 
numbers are limited to thirty. However we will be giving her a service we hope she would have appreciated 
and welcoming her family and friends into our beautiful place of worship. 

Harvest Soup Recipe (to remind us of those wonderful Parish Harvest Lunches) from Lynda Martin of St. 
George’s -thank you Lynda! Sounds delicious. 

 BUTTERNUT SQUASH SOUP 

Probably serves at least 8 depending on appetites  

4 tabs of veg oil 

2 med onions or equivalent of shallots 

2-3 garlic cloves depending on size 

3-4cm knob of ginger 

2 small red chillies or dried flakes from a jar 

1kg cubed butternut squash (peeled and deseeded) 

500ml veg or chicken stock 

2 tabs Thai fish sauce (optional) 

2 X 400ml tins of coconut milk (I use "light" as less "gloopy") 

Fresh coriander (prob about 25g) chopped 

Zest and juice of limes (or lemons) 

To finish: 

3 tabs finely chopped coriander 

1 very small deseeded and chopped red chilli  

This is just an outline for ingredients, to be adjusted to taste or what's in the cupboard. 
Peel and chop onions, garlic and ginger. Deseed & chop chillies. Add to heated oil in large pan plus salt and 
pepper. Cook gently on medium heat for 5 minutes. Add squash, stock, fish sauce if using, and coconut 
milk. Simmer, partially covered, for 25 mins approx. Add coriander with lime zest and juice, then purée 
soup in blender. Check seasoning. If too thick add more stock or semi skimmed milk. 
The soup can be frozen. 
 
I am hoping that as you receive this letter you are all well and that you will know that our congregations 
are praying for the whole parish as people struggle with the current restrictions and limitations in social life 
and work.  
With every blessing, 
Alison 
 
 



Mystery object…… 

 

Something from the past sent by Mike Phillips. 

 

The holy bucket…. 

 

 


