
Parish Newsletter February 12th 2021 

Dear Friends, 

Another letter – there are one or two matters to bring to everyone’s attention just before Lent begins 
- and something else to help us look forward to Easter and beyond. 

First of all, a reminder about Ash Wednesday. There will be services at both churches this 
Wednesday 17th February, 10.30 am at St. Michael’s and 7.30 pm at St. George’s. I’m also preparing 
a sheet of prayers, a Lent Book and a cross/badge for those of you who I know will not be able to 
be in church and do not have online access. Deliveries will be made this Sunday or Shrove Tuesday 
to those who normally receive a printed copy of the newsletter. If anyone else would like a delivery, 
please do get in touch. I am hoping to have enough Lent Books and crosses to leave in both 
churches, should anyone drop in. 

The Lent course will be on Zoom from 24th February at 7.30 pm. The book, Resilient by Sheridan 
Voysey is available on eBay and Amazon. There will be a limited number of books to borrow – do 
get in touch. 

 

Here is a message from Nigel Tomsett: 

LENT LUNCHES 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to hold Ecumenical Lent Lunches this year due to current rules.  
For the last few years, we have had Chestnut Tree House as our charity for the money we have 
raised.  Alison thought that it would be good to raise some monies during Lent as a charity giving 
and it has been decided that we raise money for Chestnut Tree House children’s hospice.  

For those of you that are unaware Chestnut Tree House is our local children’s hospice based near 
Arundel and does amazing work for children born with severe life limiting disabilities.  The majority 
of those treated have short life time-expectancy. 

We have collecting boxes for your Lent contributions or you can send them by cheque to Nigel 
Tomsett.  We will collect all monies at the end of Lent, and we will communicate again nearer the 
time. 

Further information from Rev Alison Letschka or Nigel Tomsett Phone 01403 710890 

Mobile 07593 662481. Email: ntomsett60@gmail.com 

Thank you, Nigel. Collecting boxes will be available in both churches. 

The other day I attended a webinar about the idea that church life will be entering a period of 
recovery this year. Clergy were surveyed as to how they view our current situation, and many replied 
using two particular words – fatigued, hopeful. This third lockdown has been very hard for many 
churches, as it has for all kinds of people in all sorts of organisations. Many churches, even churches 
in our area, have remained closed since Christmas, with services suspended. We have been 
incredibly blessed here to have been able to remain open for worship in St. George’s and St. 
Michael’s (to remain open safely) and to have been able to share our worship with the wider 
community via Facebook and the Website. I have colleagues, especially in London, whose churches 
are normally used as a refuge by many very vulnerable people - and the risk of opening and allowing 
people to mix is just too great. 

Recovery is about short, medium, and long-term planning. In the short term, Lent gives us an 
opportunity to focus on our spiritual lives and to bring a message of hope to our local community. 
To that end I will be giving a short talk every Saturday which will be shared on the Partridge Green 

mailto:ntomsett60@gmail.com


Facebook page. This will be about contact, communicating hope, and offering the church buildings 
as safe places to visit and find encouragement in the shape of a Lent book, or a posy (Mothering 
Sunday) or a palm cross. 

Medium term recovery – we look forward to Easter on April 4th and to a season of more relaxed 
restrictions, when more people might feel encouraged to join us in church. We also look forward to 
an event, which Susie Jacobsen has asked me to let you know about: 

"Positive Planning for Parish Perambulations” 

Given COVID restrictions our Countryside Festival seems doomed this year too - so how about a 
Country Walk or Run in support of your Parish Churches instead?  

Keen runners can pick up a route plan for Saturday 24th April and win a prize for the fastest time. 
Refreshments and produce available at both churches: please Bring Your Own Mug  

On Sunday 25th April we offer route plans both short and long between the churches to tempt you 
and the family out into the countryside: nature quizzes, fancy dress, fun competitions for the family. 

Thank you, Susie, and everyone in the planning team. 

Long term planning is harder to undertake at the moment. Many clergy are recognizing that everyone 
needs time to take in what has happened since this time last year: to process the changes and the 
losses. Part of long-term recovery will be services and events that enable us to bring to God our 
individual and community needs and to encourage each other – but also to rejoice in the hope that 
is ours to share - the Gospel, the good news that there is always new life. 

With every blessing, 

Alison 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


